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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article Type: Groundwater is the main source of fresh water in arid and semi-arid regions,
which make them resilient against lack of rainfall. Considering the great impact
of groundwater quality on water and soil health, its evaluation is important. In
this study, the assessment of the quality of underground water resources of the
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based on the WHO standard, a normal and rank map was prepared, and by
extracting the weight of each component from the rank map, a qualitative index
map was prepared. Also, the time analysis was analyzed by Mann-Kendall and
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: Groundwater sources are considered as the main source of drinking and agricultural water supply
in most regions of Iran. Considering that natural and human activities lead to changes in the quality of
groundwater, it is necessary to monitor the quality of these valuable resources in order to protect them,
especially for drinking. Groundwater quality assessment using Geographical Information System (GIS) and
Groundwater Quality Index (GQI) is a cost-effective way to evaluate and control the quality of ground water
which has a variety of qualitative parameters and quantitative values, and it can be used as to be a useful tool
and method for water planners and decision makers in monitoring and managing the quality of groundwater.
Several quality indicators (such as GQI-GWQI-FGQI) are used in different researches that combine different
parameters and compare them with global standards (WHO) in investigating the spatial changes of groundwater
quality from different perspectives. In arid and semi-arid areas like Shamil Ashkara plain, ground water sources
are obviously considered the most important source of water supply, if the quality of these waters is suitable,
they can be easily accessed by digging wells. The purpose of the present research is to determine the quality of
the ground water of Shamil plain in Hormozgan province.

Methodology: To carry out this study, from the results of qualitative analysis of 10 chemical parameters of
calcium, sodium, magnesium, potassium, sulfate, bicarbonate, chloride, electrical conductivity, total dissolved
solids and total hardness in water samples of 9 wells located in Shamil Ashkara Plain, obviously in the period of
2008 It was used until 2018, which was obtained from the regional water company of Hormozgan province.
GQI index was used to estimate water quality and their spatial changes were displayed using GIS and IDW
technique. In addition to estimating the spatial changes of each variable in the study area, their temporal changes
in two periods of wet and dry and the trend of changes and the point of change were investigated with the Mann-
Kendall and Pettit trend analysis test. The geological formations of the plain include Bangestan, Aghajari,
Gachsaran, Asmari; Razak, Hormuz, Gurpi, Mishan and alluviums of the Quaternary era, the studied aquifer
was formed in the Quaternary alluvial formation and it is surrounded by the Bakhtiari and Aghajari
conglomerate formations. The average annual rainfall in this plain is less than 200 mm and the potential
evaporation is 2640 mm per year.

Results and Discussion: Based on the results of the EC variable from 2008 to 2014 (Figure 1), it shows a
significant increase in the dry period of the year and with a smaller slope in the wet period of the year, and this
decrease continues in 2017 with a greater slope and a noticeable change. According to Hormozgan regional
water report (HWRC, 2023), artificial feeding plan was implemented in this plain in 2017 and its first water
withdrawal was carried out in March 2027. Yu and Wang (2004) also reported the increase of some elements
such as F, Cl and SO, in the study of the effects of artificial nutrition after several years in a region in China.
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Figure 1- Temporal variation of EC in dry and wet period in case study

All groundwater quality variables in the dry and wet season have a decreasing or negative trend, among the
investigated variables, K in the two investigated seasons and Cl in the wet season have a significant decreasing
trend in the desired confidence level. Based on the results of GQI in both wet and dry periods, there is a
significant increasing trend at the 95% confidence level. According to the results of the Petit test, most of the
variables except potassium, chlorine and sodium do not have a significant breakpoint or mutation, and in most
of the variables, the breakpoint was recorded in 2013. According to the results, the rain variable has a positive
trend in both wet and dry seasons, but it has no significant trend in other months except in November. The Man-
Kendall statistic shows higher values in the wet period of the year (February to June) than in the dry period of
the year. The increase in rainfall in many studies in the south of the country and Hormozgan province, especially
in the wet period of the year or the second half of the solar year, especially from March to April by researchers
such as (Mazidi et al., 2022, Bazrafshan et al., 2017; Nazem Alsadat et al., 2006) has been reported. For most of
the months, the jump time has been reported by Petit test in 2010 and 2011.

The spatial changes of all variables except bicarbonate and potassium are similar, so that the concentration of
most elements increases from south to north. The average changes of three variables, EC, TDS and TH, were
found to be higher than the WHO standard. The maximum hydraulic slope is in the eastern areas and the
minimum is in the northern and western areas of the aquifer (Bahari Meimandi et al., 2023).

Due to the minor changes of the variables in the wet and dry season, the average values of the data were used to
calculate the GQI. The range of changes of this index is between 96 and 97, which puts the water quality in the
appropriate category.

Conclusion: The followings were concluded from this research:

* Spatial changes of the ten qualitative variables under investigation have a similar trend in the plain, except for
bicarbonate and potassium.

* The group of variables with similar spatial changes on the level of the plain has the lowest concentration in the
southern parts of the plain, and its concentration gradually increases in the northern parts of the plain.

* The results of time changes and Man-Kendall trend analysis showed that all the variables have a decreasing
trend in two wet and dry periods, which started from 2013 and the rainfall is increasing in this period, and the
rainfall changes started from 2015. It has been since.

* According to the zoning map, the quality of the aquifer with the GQI index of Shamil plain is clearly in the
right category. Also, considering the sensitivity of the model to the TH factor compared to another parameter.
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Figure 1- Location of case study in Haji Abad County (a), in Iran (b) and Shamil Ashkara aquifer and sampling wells
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Figure 2- Changes of aquifer level and precipitation in the study period (a) and (b) total annual precipitation and
long-term average in Shamil-Ashkara plain
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Table 1- Descriptive statistics of quality variables in Shamil Ashkara plain

Parameter Unit Samples Min Max Average WHO(2011)
K* mg/| 178 0.40 0.49 0.47 12
Na* mg/l 178 453 38.3 16.57 200

Mg mg/l 178 2.53 18.95 7.10 30
Ca** mg/l 178 1.92 12.77 4.41 75
So,” mg/l 178 3.44 58.90 11.43 200
Cl- mg/l 178 3/30 37 14 200
HCO4* mg/l 178 1.20 40.80 2.5 300
TDS mg/l 178 1104* 4284* 1801* 500
EC ps/cm 178 1725* 6694* 2814* 750
TH mg/l 178 240 1440* 580* 500
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Table 2- Classification of water gquality based on GQI

Water quality Very unpleasant Poor Medial Acceptable Good
GQI 0- 25 26- 50 51-70 71-90 91- 100
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Figure 3- Temporal variation of EC(a), TDS(b) and TH(c) in dry and wet period in case study
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Table 3- Analyzing the trend of physicochemical variables of underground water quality in Shamil-Ashkara plain

Period Parameter Z-Kendal P-value U- Petit P-value Change point
Wet K* -2.01 0.001*** 53 0.05* 1393
Na* -1.274 0.068 98 0.02** 1393
Mg2+ -1.262 0.081 67 0.36 1393
ca® -1.07 0.633 56 0.26 1394
S0,” -1.227 0.132 81 0.09 1393
Cl- -1.99** 0.03* 99 0.01*** 1393
HCO4> -0.98 0.575 31 0.99 1396
TDS -1.288 0.059 84 0.07 1393
EC -1.97* 0.05 84 0.07 1393
TH -1.222 0.139 64 0.26 1394
GQI 1.99** 0.04 71 0.18 1393
Dry K* -2.147%** 0.02 32 0.07 1392
Na* -1.54 0.1 21 0.38 1393
Mg?* -1.57 0.11 22 0.44 1393
ca® -0.06 0.8 19 0.62 1394
S0,” -1.32 0.19 24 0.13 1393
Cl- -1.3 0.19 24 0.31 1393
HCO4* -0.27 0.81 11 1 1396
TDS -1.56 0.2 23 0.21 1393
EC -1.57 0.22 26 0.229 1393
TH -1.09 0.23 21 0.44 1394
GQI 2.19%** 0.02 32 0.07 1393

*Significant at 90% level; **significant at 95% level, ***significant at 99% level
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Table 4- Analyzing the trend of monthly rainfall in Shamil-Ashkara plain

Period Month Z-Kendal P-value U- Petit P-value Change point

Dry 4 0.34 0.72 56 0.72 1391
5 0.87 0.38 50 0.92 1391
6 0.27 0.87 39 1 1396
7 1.27 0.55 50 0.95 1390
8 1.97** 0.06 87 0.21 1390
9 0.16 0.87 26 1 -
10 1.45 0.14 80 0.3 1384

Wet 11 0.29 0.74 48 1 -
12 0.73 0.40 66 0.58 1387
1 1.09 0.23 62 0.64 1387
2 1.31 0.18 86 0.22 1390
3 1.36 0.71 86 0.21 1390
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*Significant at 90% level; **significant at 95% level, ***significant at 99% level

Dry period Wet period
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Figure 4- Mann-Kendal plot of some water quality variables (a, b) EC, (c,d) TDS, (e,f) K and (g,h) GQI in dry and
wet period
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Figure 5- Spatial zoning of ground water quality variables in Shamil-Ashkara plain
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Table 5- Correlation of EC with anions and cations in the Shamil Ashkara plain

Parameter/period TH TDS HCO,> Cl So,*- ca® Mg®* Na* K*
Dry period 0.76 0.98 -0.08 0.85 0.85 0.63 0.81 0.86 0.09
Wet period 0.81 0.95 -0.22 0.77 0.78 0.45 0.56 0.54 0.45
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Figure 6- Spatial mapping of GQI in the Shamil-Ashkara plian
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Table 6- sensitivity analysis of variables by remove univariate (percent)

Parameter Unit Min Max Average Standard Deviation

K* mg/I 0.16 0.25 0.21 0.02
Na* mg/I 0.15 0.20 0.17 0.01
Mg?* mg/l 0.05 0.10 0.08 0.01
ca® mg/l 0.17 0.22 0.19 0.01
So0,% mg/l 0.17 0.21 0.19 0.01
Cl- mg/l 0.16 0.21 0.18 0.01
HCOZ* mg/l 0.19 0.28 0.23 0.02
TDS mg/I -0.55 -0.48 -0.51 0.02
EC yis/em -0.56 -0.49 -0.52 0.02
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Figure 7- Spatial mapping of GQI without one variable in the Shamil-Ashkara plain
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