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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. . Remote sensing, as a powerful tool in meteorology, is able to cover the gaps in
Article type: ground measurements and provide a uniform platform for spatial analysis.
Research Paper However, due to the different results obtained from the accuracy and performance
of sensors in different regions, it is necessary to evaluate and validate their products
in each region independently. This study, therefore, aims to evaluate the

Article history performance of the satellite precipitation products (SPPs) of PERSIANN, GPM,
ERAS5, and TRMM in a daily rainfall scale over the Razavi Khorasan Province,

Received: 01 May 2023 against the ground observations collected from the 19 rain gauges. In this regard,
Revised: 01 July 2023 113,880 images were called to extract daily rainfall data from the above four
’ databases. To evaluate the SPPs, statistical indices including correlation coefficient
Accepted: 08 July 2023 (CC), root mean square of the errors (RMSE), and percentage of bias (PBias), Kline

. . Gupta Efficiency (KGE), and Agreement Index (d) were used. Moreover, POD,
Published online: 02 August 2023 {FAR, and CSI classification indices were used to evaluate the accuracy of the data
presented in the indication of days with rainfall events. The climate effect was also
investigated by incorporating the change in latitude. Our results revealed better
performance for the ERAS dataset with 0.2< CC < 0.68, 2< RMSE < 3.7, and its
performance indicators have KGE > 0.26 and d > 0.68. Regarding classification
indices, ERA5 has POD and CSI higher than 0.68 and 0.3, respectively, and TRMM
has relative superiority only in the FAR index. At the level of the studied area, the
index analysis shows the better performance of the ERA5 database compared to
other studied data. Based on the results of this research, the increase in elevation has

Keywords: improved some statistical indicators in some products, whereas, in some other

cases, changes in elevation have a negative effect on the accuracy. In general, the
Agreement index, Daily ERAS5 database at the point and regional scale are evaluated to have a more
precipitation, GEE, KGE, Remote iappropriate performance in estimating daily precipitation data, and its data can be
Sensing. used in meteorological and hydrological analysis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: Rainfall, due to its quantitative changes and temporal and spatial distribution, affects the climatic
characteristics of each region. It is considered one of the most important climatic elements. All over the world,
ground stations are the most important tools for measuring precipitation. Despite the high accuracy of rainfall
measurement by ground stations, there are some problems associated with them. Although radars have solved
some of these defects in rainfall measurement, they require special and expensive facilities. Today, a new horizon
has been opened in the field of receiving meteorological information and processing information through remote
sensing. Telemetry, as an effective and powerful tool, has reduced the problems and bottlenecks in terrestrial
measurement methods and eliminated them to a great extent. The different results obtained from the accuracy and
performance of remote sensing data, in the corner and on the side of the world, require that the validation of their
products to evaluate the accuracy and performance should be done independently in each region.

Methodology: In this research, the daily rainfall data of 19 recording rain gauges operating under the Ministry
of Energy have been used against the daily rainfall values of PERSIANN, GPM, ERA5, and TRMM for three
normal, dry, and wet years. In this research, various statistical criteria were used to evaluate and compare the
products provided by the databases with the daily rainfall values of ground stations. Pearson's correlation
coefficient (CC) was used to show the degree of correlation. The root mean square of the errors (RMSE) was
also used to evaluate the amount of error in the satellite data set. The KGE statistic was used to check the
accuracy of the estimation of the satellite data with the rainfall time series of the rain gauge stations. The
percentage of bias (PBias) was used to evaluate the tendency of the gauges to overestimate or underestimate the
amount of precipitation, and the agreement index (d) was used to evaluate the accuracy of the estimation of
products provided by satellites. Finally, Taylor's diagram was used to identify the best database that provides
daily precipitation. Also, POD, FAR, and CSI classification criteria were used to evaluate the ability to detect
precipitation by databases.

Results and Discussion: This research showed that on a daily scale, the evaluated data provide different results,
although they have differences in terms of temporal and spatial resolution. The GPM meter, despite benefiting
from more sophisticated technology and increased spatial and temporal resolution has a weaker performance
than the other products on a daily scale, and ERA5 as a database has an acceptable accuracy. The source of the
difference in the products accuracy can be the non-use of the same ground stations in the production of the
gridded precipitation maps used in the correction pattern of the estimated model data, as well as the
incompatibility of the spatial scale between the gridded maps of the ground station precipitation and the
products produced from other sources. There are some things that can be pointed out, the influence of the
precipitation changes, from east to west and from south to north in the studied area, on the statistical indicators,
performance and classification of the evaluated data is quite noticeable and should be considered as an
important factor in statistical analysis.

Conclusion: This study has provided a comprehensive assessment of TRMM, GPM, ERA5, and PERSIANN
daily rainfall in Razavi Khorasan Province against 19 recording rain gauges belonging to the Ministry of Energy
for three wet, dry, and average years. The changes in the statistical values of the central indicators, performance,
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and classification were analyzed for all four products, and the effects of altitude on SPPs were evaluated. The
main conclusions are outlined below:

- The values of the statistical indicators for the evaluated data have relative changes in the location of the
stations, but overall, ERA5 and TRMM have better performance than other gauges and databases.

- The average and results of daily rainfall statistical indicators at the level of the studied area indicate the
accuracy and more suitable performance of ERA5 and TRMM.

- The performance of the evaluated products was different against the change in altitude so that some products
have good performance in lowland areas and some others approach the optimal values with increasing altitude.

- Due to the proper performance of ERAS in Razavi Khorasan Province, it is recommended to use the daily
rainfall values of this database to conduct studies in which real-time is less important.
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Figure 1- Average precipitation map of Razavi Khorasan Province (1990-2020) and spatial distribution of automatic
rain gauge stations of the Ministry of Energy
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Table 2- Statistical indicators used in the evaluation and performance of daily rainfall values
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Table 3- Classification indices used for daily rainfall values
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Table 4- Values of statistical indicators and performance at the location of stability rain gauge stations of the
Ministry of Energy located in Razavi Khorasan Province
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Figure 2- Changes in the values of statistical indicators and daily rainfall performance of rain gauge stations in

the study area
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Table 5- Classification indices at the location of stability rain gauge stations of the Ministry of Energy located

in Razavi Khorasan Province
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Figure 3- Changes in the values of daily rainfall classification indices of the stability rain gauge stations of the
studied area
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Figure 4 - Box-Whisker diagram of statistical indicators, performance and classification of daily rainfall
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Figure 6— Changes in statistical indicators and daily rainfall performance of satellites and height gauges in the studied area
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