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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Effective management of rainwater through the development of integrated
nature-based systems, both biotic and abiotic, is achievable. Utilizing rain
Review Paper gardens and permeable surfaces to capture and purify rainwater can help
reduce pollution and enhance water resource efficiency. These systems are
) ) crucial in environmental conservation and balancing development with
Avrticle history natural resource preservation. Nature-based solutions (NbS) such as
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Published online: 16 November 2024 effectively mitigate urpanization _impacts, improve rainwater harvesting,
and enhance urban resilience to climate change. Green roofs, as one of the
primary NDbS strategies in cities, promote environmental sustainability,
enhance urban resilience, and reduce natural disaster risks. They are widely
applied globally as a suitable technique for reducing runoff. Nevertheless,
implementation challenges and high costs have limited the research and
widespread adoption of NbS solutions. Additionally, a lack of information
regarding green roofs is a major obstacle in this field. Policymakers can
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Green roof, Ecological appropriate legal frameworks. Understanding local conditions, lifecycle
Conservation, Reducing runoff, analysis, and cost considerations in each region is necessary for better
Water management comprehension.  Technological advancements and efficient water

management through NbS systems provide numerous benefits to urban
ecosystems. There is a need for further research to understand the short-
term and long-term positive impacts of these systems and to make better
decisions. Implementing practical recommendations for these systems is of
utmost importance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: Biological and non-biological integrated systems are promoted for better rainwater management.
From rain gardens to influential levels used to absorb and purify water, these approaches reduce pollution and
increase water resource efficiency. These systems play an important role in protecting the environment and
balancing the development and conservation of natural resources.

Methodology: To assess the effectiveness of integrated biological and non-biological systems for rainwater
management and environmental preservation, this paper utilizes a systematic review approach. In this method,
relevant content and articles related to rainwater management and integrated preservation systems are collected
from reputable databases. Subsequently, they are evaluated based on specific criteria such as efficiency,
sustainability, and adherence to natural principles. This evaluation delves into a comprehensive analysis of
successful initiatives and existing challenges in the development of these systems, providing insights into the
overall impact of these systems on rainwater management and environmental quality improvement.

Results and Discussion: For the optimal and effective implementation of nature-based approaches in rainwater
management, by relevant EU guidelines and standards, rainwater must be stored through underground
infiltration. The approach will also contribute to the United Nations' sustainable development achievements by
2030, including urban adaptation and climate change mitigation. Implementing nature-based biological methods
leads to measures such as rainwater storage, reducing surface fluctuation, water evaporation, and improving
floodwater quality. Diversity of approaches and collaboration between institutions are fundamental to increasing
the efficiency of these systems. Nature-based approaches (NbS) can play an effective role in reducing the effects
of urbanization, improving rainwatering, and increasing urban adaptation to climate change. The study examines
NbS ways to preserve the functioning of urban natural areas and states that the use of rainwater can be an
alternative source for drinking water and improve flood water management. The green roofs are noted as one of
the main NbS platforms in cities. These roofs, by enhancing environmental sustainability and integrating with
other NbS systems, help improve urban compliance while reducing the risk of natural disasters. However,
research related to NbS is still limited, probably due to executive challenges and high costs. Also, there is a lot
of damage to information about green roofs that has caused a delay in their widespread acceptance. In
implementing NbS systems in cities, cooperation between the government, the private sector, and property
owners is essential. Policymakers can also facilitate the process of accepting green leaves by supporting and
establishing appropriate legal frameworks. To better understand local conditions, it is necessary to analyze the
life cycle and cost in each region.

Conclusion: NbS systems, especially green roofs, provide many advantages in urban ecosystems with the
development of technology and the efficiency of water management operations. Governments around the world
have installed these systems and developed guidelines through research. More research is needed to realize the
positive effects in the short and long term and make better decisions. Implementation of recommendations
related to the functioning of these systems is important identified, which can be used in projects related to
reclamation, restoration, and exploitation of natural resources.
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Figure 4- Some plant species used in the green roof, from left to right from above
Bidens alba, Nephrolepis multiflora, Momordica charantia, Portulaca oleracea, (on the bottom): Tulbaghia violacea,
Asclepias curassavica, Arachis hypogaea, Portulaca Pilosa
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Figure 5- Rainwater harvesting system
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Figure 6- Composition of GR growth medium/plant species
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Figure 7- The overview of the layers of the green roof and the location of the layers that are added to them in
different sources (taken from the Internet)
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Figure 8- Green roof layers
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